
Chapter 90 

IMPACT FEES 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

 
Subdivision regulations — See Ch. 200. Zoning — See Ch. 260. 

 

 
§ 90-1. Impact fee established.1 

For any residential or nonresidential construction located within the Town of 
Hartford for which a zoning permit is required and for which a zoning permit 
has not yet been issued by the Zoning Administrative Officer, there are 
hereby imposed impact fees which will be computed and assessed in 
accordance with the formula and methodology set forth by the Selectboard 

from time to time and attached as Appendix A hereto.2 The impact fees 
herein established, and the formula by which said fees shall be calculated, 
are hereby found and determined to reflect the cost of maintaining an 
appropriate level of service, consistent with the Town plan, to be provided by 
capital projects and expenditures resulting from development, construction 
and subdivision, and capital projects previously constructed or acquired. 

 
§ 90-2. Amendment of formula and methodology. 

The formula and methodology set forth in Appendix A may be amended from 
time to time to exempt in whole or in part from the imposition of the impact 
fee established herein development found to be affordable housing within the 
meaning of 10 V.S.A. Chapter 15. 

 
§ 90-3. Off-site mitigation. 

In lieu of the fee imposed by § 90-1 hereof, the Town of Hartford, acting by 
and through its Selectboard, may, but is not obligated to, accept comparable 
and equal off-site mitigation in the form of interests in real estate, the value of 
which shall be discounted to reflect the diminution thereof as a result  of 
said real estate being exempt from taxation or of limited development 
potential. 

 
§ 90-4. Segregated accounts for deposit of fees required. 

All impact fees imposed and collected under § 90-1 hereof shall be 
maintained in segregated accounts and shall be used only to fund capital 
projects which help mitigate the impact of the development for which the 
impact fees are collected. The Town of Hartford shall produce annually an 

 
 

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I). 

2. Editor's Note: Appendix A is included at the end of this chapter. 
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§ 90-4 § 90-10 
 

accounting identifying the source of each impact fee, the amount thereof, 
and the capital project attributable thereto. 

 
§ 90-5. Expending of funds. 

All impact fees imposed and collected under § 90-1 hereof, and all interest 
accretions, shall be expended only to fund those capital projects 
attributable to the impact fees imposed thereto. 

 
§ 90-6. Deadline for application for refund. 

All applications for refund of any unexpended impact fees shall be made in 
writing to the Selectboard within one year of the sixth anniversary of the 
date upon which such impact fee was paid. Thereafter, any claim for refund 
shall be barred and be of no force and effect. 

 
§ 90-7.  Interest to be paid to owner. [Added  7-17-1992] 

The property owner shall be entitled to interest from the date of payment(s) 
to the Town at a rate equal to the interest rate paid the Town while the funds 
were on deposit in the Town's impact fee account. 

 
§ 90-8.  Independent contracts. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to impair the ability of the Town of 
Hartford, acting by and through its Selectboard, convened as Water and 
Sewer Commissioners, to enter into independent contracts for the provision, 
extension or maintenance of municipal water and sewer services, systems, 
and improvements; provided, however, that a reasonable proportion of the 
cost thereof attributable to and paid by any person otherwise subject to the 
impact fee imposed by § 90-1 hereof shall be deducted from such impact fee. 

 
§ 90-9. Issuance of zoning permits. 

No zoning permit shall be issued until full payment of, or adequate security 
for,  the impact fee imposed by § 90-1 hereof shall be received in full by  the 
Town Treasurer after computation by the Zoning Administrative Officer; 
provided, however, that such impact fee imposed on development deemed to 
be affordable housing within the meaning of 10 V.S.A. Chapter 15 may be 
paid in installments over a period of time to be determined by the 
Selectboard. Appeals from the decision of the Zoning Administrative Officer 
shall be made within 30 days to the Selectboard. 

 
§ 90-10. Construal of provisions. 

A. This chapter shall not be construed to repeal, modify or amend any 
existing ordinances of the Town of Hartford 

B. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as limiting the right of the 
Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Adjustment, when approving 
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§ 90-10 IMPACT FEES § 90-11 
 

applications before them, from attaching such reasonable conditions 
and safeguards as they may deem necessary to implement the purposes 
of Title 24, Chapter 117. 

 

§ 90-11. Violations and penalties.3 

Any person commencing or undertaking development in the Town of 
Hartford without first complying with the provisions of this chapter, 
including the payment of any impact fee imposed hereunder, shall be 
subject to a penalty as provided in § 1-16 of the Town Code for each day a 
violation of this chapter continues in existence. In addition to the penalties 
provided for herein, the Town shall have the power to enjoin and abate any 
violations of this chapter. In addition the penalties and remedies set forth in 
this Section, the Town may enforce a violation of this ordinance to the fullest 
extent permitted for violations of civil ordinances. 

 

 

§ 90-12. Suspension of Assessment.4 [Added 6-20-2017] 

 
(1)  For the period commencing on June 21, 2017, and extending indefinitely, 

assessment and imposition of the impact fee established in Section 90-1 
hereof shall be suspended. 

(2)  During the period established in (1) above, the provisions of Section 90-9 
and Section 90-11 shall be inoperative. In determining zoning permit 
eligibility, payment of applicable impact fees shall be deemed to have 
occurred 

(3)  Impact fees collected prior to the effective date of this amendment shall be 
maintained, accounted for and expended as provided in Section 90-4 and 
Section 90-5, and shall be subject to refund only as provided in Section 90-6. 

(4)  No impact fee liability shall accrue for continuing residential and non-
residential construction undertaken and in progress after the effective date of 
this amendment.  Impact fees previously paid for such construction shall not 
be subject to refund except as provided in Section 90-6. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I). 

4. Editor’s Note: Amended on June 20, 2017 by the Hartford Selectboard. 
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